[Dobutamine in childhood].
The synthetic catecholamine Dobutamine has potent inotropic effects. It is frequently used in the management of adult patients with low cardiac output and elevated left ventricular enddiastolic pressure not yet associated with systemic hypotension. The few available informations on hemodynamic effects of Dobutamine in children emphasize the effectiveness of this sympathomimetic amine also in the treatment of children especially older than 12 months with acute low cardiac output states. Neonates and infants appear to respond to Dobutamine as well, but possible changes in cardiovascular structure and function accompanying growth which are discussed and which could cause a considerable variance in individual patient response, require an exceptionally close monitoring of the hemodynamic effects of Dobutamine in this age-group.